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SnapChole questionnaire information sheet
University of Pennsylvania | Consent to take part in research
Principal investigator: Gary Alan Bass, MD, PhD
Penn Medicine, Department of Surgery, Philadelphia, PA
Email: gary.bass@pennmedicine.upenn.edu

You are invited to take part because you are an adult receiving treatment for gallstone-related inflammation of the gallbladder. SnapChole studies treatment and recovery. Your doctors choose your care; the study does not assign your treatment.

What would I do
If you agree, you will answer a 36-question survey about digestive symptoms and physical, emotional, and social well-being now and again about 90 days later. Each survey should take about 10–15 minutes. The first can be completed at the bedside; follow-up can be by secure electronic survey or telephone. No extra hospital visit, test, or procedure is required. We will use your contact details for the agreed follow-up. An interpreter can help explain the study, and available validated translations will be used for the questionnaire.

Do I have to take part
No. Taking part is your choice. Ask any questions before deciding. You may decline, skip any question, or stop without affecting your care, benefits, or relationship with your doctors. There is no payment. You must be able to consent and answer for yourself; someone else will not answer the questionnaire for you.

What are the risks and benefits
Some questions may feel uncomfortable or tiring. There is also a risk that private information could be disclosed. No direct health benefit is promised. Your answers may help researchers understand recovery after gallbladder illness.
How will my information be protected
Your answers are confidential, not anonymous. A study code will link your two surveys. Authorized Penn personnel will keep the link to your identity separately from analysis data and use Penn REDCap for secure storage. Patient-level study data will remain at Penn; reports will present grouped results without naming you. Information may be disclosed if required by law. You may ask us to stop further questionnaire contact; answers already collected may remain in the study. The separate review of routine medical records follows the permissions granted by the IRB and does not depend on your agreement to these optional questionnaires.

Questions and your choice
For study questions or to stop questionnaire contact, email Dr. Bass above. For questions about your rights as a research participant, contact the Penn Institutional Review Board at 215-898-2614. Keep a copy of this sheet. After your questions are answered, tell the researcher whether you agree, or select “I agree” in the electronic survey. You do not need to sign this sheet.
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